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Artist Brief for the Llanthropology Family Resources project 
 
This is a briefing document for artists or designers who are interested in this 
commission to create family-friendly and interactive interpretation methods, 
specifically developed for Llanthony Secunda Priory. 
 
These interactive interpretation methods will be referred to as Family 
Resources, aimed at our younger visitors and family audiences, to be accessible 
for all visitors to Llanthony Secunda Priory. 
 
This briefing document includes the following sections: 
 

1. What is Llanthropology?  

2. Llanthropology project objectives 

3. Historical context for Llanthony Secunda Priory 

4. Information about Historic England, the project sponsors 

5. The project brief 

6. The budget for the project 

7. Deadline details 

8. Tender submission instructions 

Appendix 1: selection of Llanthony Secunda Priory images 

Appendix 2: drawn map of Llanthony Secunda Priory 

 

 

 
Llanthony’s coat of arms  
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What is Llanthropology? 
 

‘Llanthropology’ is a quirky interpretation of Anthropology, the study of humans and societies, 
taking place at Llanthony Secunda Priory in Gloucester. 
 
The Llanthropology project is creating community activities at Llanthony Secunda, specifically 
aimed at engaging and inspiring local audiences during the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.  
The project aims to use Llanthony Secunda’s spacious grounds and historic structures to 
create rewarding experiences for a wide range of local people. It will bring people together in 
a unique and inspiring environment, promoting wellbeing for all.  
 
The experiences will include sport and activity classes, as well as art displays, family resources 
and a light festival. The wide range of activities will offer opportunities for all ages, abilities, 
interests and different creeds and backgrounds. The activities and experiences will be created 
with partners, and will be free for local people to enjoy. 
 
Public safety is our top priority; we are a Covid-secure venue and have achieved the ‘We’re 
Good To Go’ Industry Standard from VisitEngland. This means that we will adhere to social 
distancing, pre-booked ticketing, ‘Track and Trace’ regulations, cleaning and hygiene 
measures and well as any other Covid-19 mitigation and government guidelines to provide a 
safe environment for all our activities and experiences.  
 
 
The Objectives for the Llanthropology Project 
 
The Llanthropology project is funded by Historic England, as part of their Covid-19 Emergency 
Funding, supporting heritage sites around England in these challenging times. 
 
The project aims to engage more local people and different community groups; the activities 
are intended to promote both physical and mental wellbeing. 
The activities, resources and artistic displays will highlight the use of Llanthony Secunda Priory 
as a valuable community resource and events venue in Gloucester. 
In addition to the public benefits, by engaging more people this should help develop 
Llanthony Secunda’s audiences for future public engagement. This in turn will inform future 
plans to safeguard, use and promote this historic corner of Gloucester. 
 
 
About Llanthony Secunda Priory 
 
Llanthony Secunda Priory was established in 1136, after canons from Llanthony Priory (in 
Monmouthshire, also known as ‘Llanthony Prima’) had fled from Welsh raiders. 
Miles of Gloucester, Earl of Hereford, provided the canons with land just outside Gloucester 
for a second priory to be built.  
Llanthony Secunda was managed by Augustinian canons who provided public ministry, ran 
schools and provided hospitality to locals and visitors. In 1205 the two Llanthony priories 
separated, and it wasn’t until 1481 they were reunited under one prior again. 
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The Priory was a huge landowner: at the time of its Dissolution in 1538 it was the 7th richest 
Augustinian House in the country, owning 97 churches, 51 manors and lands around England, 
Wales and Ireland. 
After Henry VIII’s Dissolution of the Monasteries, the buildings suffered further damage in 
1643 during the Siege of Gloucester. It is said that the nursery rhyme of ‘Humpty Dumpty’ 
refers to the large cannon that was fired in Llanthony’s grounds during this siege. 
 
The remaining site became ‘Llanthony Abbey Farm’, which saw the arrival of the Gloucester 
and Sharpness Canal in the 1820s. The farm was vacated following the introduction of the 
railways in the 1890s, which removed any evidence of the medieval church. The site was used 
as a scrap yard between 1974 and 1991. 
 
The Llanthony Secunda Priory Trust (LSPT) was formed in 2007 to preserve the ancient 
scheduled monument and its Six Grade I listed buildings and structures, as well as a Grade II 
listed building. All structures were on the ‘Buildings at Risk’ register, representing the largest 
collections of ‘at risk’ structures in the South West.  
The volunteer trustees spent 10 years raising funds and preparing the ‘ReFormation’ project 
to rescue the site, and in the last three years this project has come to fruition, and bar one 
historic wall, all structures have now been taken off the ‘Buildings at Risk’ register.  
 
The LSPT had planned to develop and grow the number of public events and private hire 
functions for 2020. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and concurrent regulations, most public 
events have either been postponed or cancelled. 
Although the Priory’s buildings remained closed and only reopened in September, the grounds 
remained open for local people to enjoy safely throughout the lockdown period. 
 
Despite the challenging situation this year, with the huge decrease in income and the long-
term sustainability of the Priory at risk, the LSPT wanted to respond with a positive approach. 
Hence the ‘Llanthropology’ project was born: free arts and activities to inspire local people of 
all age groups, abilities and backgrounds. A perfect way to show the beauty and social value of 
the historic grounds and structures in these challenging times, and to build on the next 
chapter of Llanthony Secunda Priory’s nearly 900 years of history. 
 
 
About our sponsors, Historic England 
 
We are Historic England the public body that helps people care for, enjoy and celebrate 
England’s spectacular historic environment, from beaches and battlefields to parks and pie 
shops. We protect, champion and save the places that define who we are and where we’ve 
come from as a nation.  
We care passionately about the stories they tell, the ideas they represent and the people who 
live, work and play among them. Working with communities and specialists we share our 
passion, knowledge and skills to inspire interest, care and conservation, so everyone can keep 
enjoying and looking after the history that surrounds us all.  We fundraise from individuals, 
charitable trusts and foundations and public sector bodies to enable us to deliver those 
aspects of our work that are not funded by our Government grant. 
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The Brief 
 
We are inviting proposals by designers and/or artists to create a set of interactive 
interpretation methods, or Family Resources, for the Llanthony Secunda Priory grounds. 
 
The objective is to help our audiences, especially our family audiences, to engage with the 
historic and natural surroundings, and feel informed and/or inspired by the experience. 
We would like these resources to be inclusive and accessible, so all visitors are able to take 
part, whatever their backgrounds, abilities and financial means. 
 
We are open to a range of interpretation methods, and would be interested in imaginative or 
unique approaches. A form of trail could be considered, as well as interpretative, artistic, 
audio-visual and/or virtual reality installations.  
 
We are open to themes for these Resources, which could be purely historic, or a blend of 
different themes and subjects.  
We ask that any proposals are designed specifically for Llanthony Secunda Priory’s setting.  
 

 
The Information Room 

 
The Priory grounds are open 7 days a week with free admission for all, and there is an 
Information Room in the Medieval Range with some interpretation panels introducing the 
history of Llanthony Secunda Priory.  
The Information Room is open on weekdays and on event weekends; leaflets, trails and 
resources can be stored here and provided from this space. 
However, most days there are no staff or volunteers available to introduce and support the 
Visitor journey, so the resources will need to be self-led. 
 
We would like to see the consideration of materials for your resources or installations in your 
proposal. Alhough slight deterioration may be anticipated, we would expect the resources to 
stay intact and remain usable and presentable for at least 8 months (with expected 
installation or introduction by the end of February 2021). 
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For those seeking suggestions, a possible theme could be medieval heraldry, as a historic form 
of art, genealogy, identity and communication.  
We still have images of the Arms of Llanthony Secunda Priory, and the remains of the 
Gatehouse building also features three coats of arms. 
 
 

         
Medieval Arms      Gatehouse 

 
 
As Llanthony Secunda Priory is a Scheduled Monument, and many of its buildings and 
structures are Grade I or Grade II listed, there may be limitations and/or challenges to placing, 
installing or fixing materials.  
Please get in touch if you have any immediate questions about this for your proposal. 
 
 
The Budget 
 
The total budget for these Family Resources is £3500. 
The budget has to cover all the display materials and/or installations costs, as well as the 
designer or artist fees.  
 
 
Deadline / Timeline 
The deadline for Artist’s Proposals for the Art Display is Tuesday 8th December, 5pm. 
Outcomes of proposals are expected to be communicated by Friday 11th December, at which 
stage the further timeline will be discussed with the successful applicant. 
The Family Resources are expected to be installed/introduced by the end of February 2021. 
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Submission instructions 
To submit your proposal, please send an email to 
Stefanie.vanstokkom@llanthonysecunda.org, with the following information: 
 
A proposal document for this project, with the following sections: 

1. A short introduction to you/your organisation or company, and the methodology 
of your work, perhaps with samples of your previous work. 

2. Details of your website or social media channels if you have these 
3. Your idea for and the inspiration behind your project proposal 
4. The proposal details, including the following items: 

o The experience (interactivity, engagement, sensory experience, story-telling) 
o Covid-19 considerations (how your resources would be adapted or fit in with 

Covid-19 considerations/restrictions)  
o Practicalities of the resources (materials or technology used, durability, etc.) 
o Accessibility (the accessibility of your display, both physically and mentally) 
o The budget calculation (only rough calculations are required at this stage).  

 
 
The Selection Process 
The selection panel will consist of staff and trustees of Llanthony Secunda Priory. 
 
Selections will be based on the criteria set out in this brief; 

 The quality of the submission, especially focusing on the interactive experience, the 
use of the Llanthony Secunda Priory grounds, and how the resources engage and 
inspire family audiences.  

 The panel’s confidence in the practicalities of the submission; whether it can be 
delivered on time, on budget and that it will offer safe and accessible resources. 

 
 
 
Contact/submission details: 
Stefanie van Stokkom 
Project Curator 
Llanthony Secunda Priory 
Priory Junction, Gloucester, GL2 5FA 
Tel: 01452 563499 
Stefanie.vanstokkom@llanthonysecunda.org  
Llanthonysecunda.org  
 
 
 
Appendices: 

 Appendix 1: Photographs: https://photos.app.goo.gl/n8cnNqckRRMcfLRt5 
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Appendix 2 – Map of Llanthony Secunda Priory 

 


